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 MINUTES OF THE GROBY PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP MEETING 
HELD IN GROBY VILLAGE HALL, LEICESTER ROAD, GROBY  

ON THURSDAY 13th JANUARY 2022 COMMENCING AT 7 PM 
 

 
Present:    Mark Griffin (Chair)  Cllr C Lincoln (Vice Chair) Cllr G Baker  

  Borough Cllr M Cartwright John Caswell       Peter Griggs  
  Katy Groom   Nigel Studd 

 
Also Present:  Parish Clerk  

Colin Wilkinson, Plan-It X 
 

  

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
 
GPNPSG/101 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr J Everson-Crane, Cllr T Hollick and Cristian Grapa. 

 

The Clerk informed members that she had received Carl Beveridge’s resignation from 

the Steering Group. 

 
GPNPSG/102 To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 25th November 2021 

It was unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 25th November 2021 be 
approved as an accurate record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chair.  

 

 

GPNPSG/103 To discuss the attempt to place an advertisement in the December 2021 edition of the 

Groby and Field Head Spotlight  

Mark Griffin explained to the group that, whilst the placing of an advert in the 

December Spotlight had been agreed by the Steering Group and the Parish Council, 

Borough Cllr M Cartwright and HBBC’s Director of Planning had made an objection to 

the Spotlight about the leaflet’s content, specifically the number of ‘highly likely’ new 

houses mentioned within it. The Spotlight’s editor decided that the article was too 

contentious and therefore would not publish it.  

 

It was noted that non-publication of the article had resulted in wasted time and 

effort, particularly that of Colin Rainsforth, and that the project had been set back by 

a month or two. 

 

 

GPNPSG/104 To review the project schedule and adjust, if necessary, in light of: 

(a) The delay to publication of the Community Engagement Leaflet 
(b) Plan B Covid-19 Restrictions 

Mark Griffin noted that progress on the HBBC Local Plan is approximately one year 
ahead of progress on the Groby Parish Neighbourhood Plan, and that it is highly likely 
that the Local Plan will be ‘made’ long before the Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Mark Griffin also noted that Plan B Covid-19 restrictions meant that the group could 
not meet as planned on 15 December 2021 to finalise the questionnaire, and instead 
the questionnaire is being discussed at the current meeting. This means the project 
schedule is one-month behind due to Plan-B. 
 
A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the Community Engagement Leaflet. The 
intention with using the title “630 new houses now highly likely” had been to shock 
and grab the public’s attention.  
 
Cllr Cartwright stated that 45 new houses on Laurel Farm is the only site that HBBC 
have identified as being accessible and deliverable and this is the only number that 
has been confirmed in HBBC’s new Local Plan. This puts Groby Parish in a unique 
position.  
 
Cllr Lincoln stated that the 45 new houses was only a proposal which had not yet been 
approved and did not take account of Leicester’s unmet need. 45 new houses was 
therefore unlikely to be the final figure. 
 
Mark Griffin proposed, and it was agreed with a majority decision, not to publish and 
distribute a Community Engagement Leaflet and to move to the Questionnaire part of 
the project plan. Borough Cllr Cartwright abstained. 

 
 

GPNPSG/105 To discuss and agree the design of the Community Engagement Leaflet 

This was discussed and agreed in the previous agenda item.  

 

 

GPNPSG/106 To discuss and agree the Community Engagement Questionnaire 

Mark Griffin stated that, if the Community Engagement Questionnaire could be 

agreed at the meeting by the Steering Group, it could be submitted to the Parish 

Council for approval at their meeting on Monday 7th February 2022. If approved by 

Council, it would be possible to distribute the questionnaire to Groby residents at the 

end of February, 1 month later than in the Project Plan. 

 

Colin Wilkinson advised that he had gone through all comments received from 

members regarding the questionnaire. Some comments had been contradictory, so 

he had found a ‘best fit’ and had tried to accommodate the comments as much as 

possible. Colin further advised that the questionnaire had been optimised for 

completion online. 

The questionnaire was discussed further and slight amendments to the texts and 
improvement to the maps were agreed. Cllr Lincoln volunteered for the task of trying 
to find a sponsor for the questionnaire prize draw.  
 
Further to these amendments, it was AGREED to recommend to Full Council that the 
Community Engagement Questionnaire along with the associated costs for design, 
analysis, printing and distribution be approved.  
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Members discussed the design of a poster to be displayed on noticeboards/shop 
windows/websites etc, which could also be used as an article in the next edition of the 
Spotlight as an introduction to the Questionnaire. It was agreed to use the Groby 
village sign along with inclusion of the QR code and link to the website.  
 
It was AGREED to recommend to Full Council that a poster, to be displayed around 
the village and placed in the Spotlight, be approved. 
 
 

GPNPSG/107 To receive an update from the Historical Environment Working Group 

Mark Griffin informed members that the gathering of evidence and information for 

the Historical Environment Working Group would continue until October 2022. 

Information had been received from numerous sources and an updated list of 

potential Local Heritage Assets had been circulated to all Steering Group members. 

 

A table had been prepared for each identified potential Local Heritage Asset. This had 

been loaded onto Parish Online which would allow the Parish Council to access and 

use the information. It was agreed that a photograph inventory and consultation with 

the asset owners might be useful.  

 

Mark Griffin noted that Cllr Baker had agreed to take the lead on the Historical 

Environment.  

 

 

GPNPSG/108 To note any other business 

  There was no other business. 

 

 

GPNPSG/109 To agree a date and time for the next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was scheduled for Thursday 10th February 2022 at 7 pm. 

 

 

 

The Meeting closed at 9 pm 


